
M E M O R A N D U M  O F  U N D E R S T A N D I N G  

BETWEEN 

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH FLORIDA  

AND 

T H E  A R C  J A C K S O N V I L L E ,  I N C .  

2009 – 2014 

 

This Memorandum of Understanding is made and entered into this ___ day of 

__________ 2009, by and between the University of North Florida Board of 

Trustees, for and on behalf of the University of North Florida and The Arc Jacksonville, 

Inc. 

Purpose of Agreement 

The purpose of this agreement is to continue the Arc Jacksonville Academy On Campus 

Transition (OCT) at the University of North Florida (UNF). Through this program, 

college-age developmentally disabled students from The Arc Jacksonville (Arc) have the 

opportunity to participate in college campus experiences and associate with peers at 

UNF.  UNF students have opportunities to prepare themselves for future careers working 

with developmentally disabled individuals and UNF faculty will be able to develop a 

stronger curriculum for these UNF students. 

I. General Provisions 

1. Arc and UNF will continue the OCT program that began with the 2007-08 school 

year.  The Program will allow up to twenty four developmentally disabled college-

age Arc students to enroll in the OCT Program of Study on the UNF campus. 

2. This agreement will run for 5 years, through January 2014, but will be 

reviewed annually in February by representatives from UNF and Arc to discuss 

the OCT terms and conditions for future year(s).  

II.  The Arc Jacksonville Responsibilities  

1.  Arc will be responsible for the selection of all OCT students, and shall ensure 

compliance with all applicable local, state and federal laws, rules and regulations 

in the selection process. 
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2. Arc will establish guidelines and objectives for the students selected to 

participate in OCT and screen for preparedness for placement including 

determining whether the students can effectively participate in OCT. 

3. Arc will require that each student, or his or her parent or legal guardian, 

who desires their child to participate in OCT execute the attached 

Acknowledgment, Indemnity, Waiver and Release of Liability ("release") 

to participate in OCT prior to the student being permitted to enroll. (The 

release is attached and incorporated herein as Exhibit "A").  Arc will 

provide UNF copies of the executed releases prior to commencement of the 

OCT program. 

4. Arc will provide and fund qualified personnel who will be responsible for on-

site instruction, supervision, planning and oversight of OCT and its students, 

including the evaluation of each student, consistent with requirements of law, 

rules and regulations. 

5. Arc will assume all program costs, except as otherwise provided in this 

Agreement.  Examples of program costs include but are not limited to 

equipment, materials, Arc personnel costs, tuition and fees and incidental 

costs related to the program. 

III.  University of North Florida Responsibilities 

1. UNF will provide a dedicated space on campus for programmatic 

and instructional activities of the OCT program. 

2. UNF will permit the OCT Advisory Board access to university faculty and 

staff members who have agreed to assist the Arc in developing educational 

services for OCT students and will facilitate possible UNF student 

internship opportunities for UNF students who may wish to collaborate 

with or support OCT students. 

3. UNF will provide OCT students the opportunity to experience academic and 

student-life activities.  As such, UNF will use best efforts to provide OCT 

students access to the various activities normally made available to UNF 

students, as appropriate. 

To access academic courses, an OCT student must register to audit UNF 

course(s).  To register for a course the UNF instructor must agree to the 

student's enrollment, the student must be able to benefit from the class, and 

when appropriate a professional or peer facilitator may accompany the 

student.  Professors are encouraged to identify peer facilitators (mentors) 

within their classes. 
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To access student-life activities, the OCT student must have prior approval 

from Arc  staff and the UNF employee who has responsibility for the on-

campus activity.  Appropriate supervision, which may include a professional 

or peer facilitator, may be required for participation in specific activities. 

Arc understands that not all student activities and services will be available to 

OCT students and that it is ultimately within the discretion of UNF as to 

which programs and services are available. 

IV. Miscellaneous Provisions  

1. Students enrolled in OCT will be subject to the UNF Student Code of 

Conduct (which may be accessed online at: 

http:www.unf.edu/studentaffairs/) and other applicable University 

regulations and policies at all times during their participation in the OCT 

Program and will be expected to comport their behavior to that expected 

of all students.  UNF reserves the right to request the removal of students 

from OCT who are disruptive or who otherwise adversely affect the 

orderly operation of the University. 

2. OCT students seeking to enroll in UNF credit or noncredit classes must 

meet admissions requirements as set forth in the Arc OCT Enrollment 

application. 

3. UNF and The Arc Jacksonville, Inc. (Arc) have designated the following 

person or persons to coordinate and act as liaison with the other party.  

Any notice to be given hereunder by either party to the other, unless 

otherwise provided for, must be in writing and may be effected either by 

personal delivery or by United States certified mail, return receipt 

requested, postage prepaid, to the representative named below: 

For The Arc Jacksonville, Inc.:  

Charlotte Temple 

Principal 

The Arc Jacksonville Academy 

1050 North Davis Street 

Jacksonville, Florida 32209  

904-358-1200 

For UNF: 

Tom Serwatka 

Vice President, Chief of Staff 

University of North Florida 

Office of the President 

1 UNF Drive 

Jacksonville, FL 32224 

904-620-2500 
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4. Both UNF and Arc recognize their respective obligations to comply with 

Florida's public records laws and further recognize their respective obligations 

under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, 

and Section 1002.22, Florida Statutes with regard to student education 

records. 

5. UNF assumes any and all risks of personal injury and property damage 

attributable to the negligent acts or omissions of UNF and its officers, employees, 

servants and agents while acting within the course and scope of their authorized 

powers and duties of their employment by UNF.  UNF, as a state entity, 

warrants and represents that it is self -funded for liability insurance, both 

public and property, with said protection being applicable to officers, employees, 

servants and agents while acting within the scope of their employment by UNF. 

6. Arc assumes any and all risks of personal injury and property damage attributable 

to the negligent acts or omissions of OCT and Arc and its officers, employees, 

servants and agents while acting within the scope of their authorized powers and 

duties of their employment by Arc.  Arc, as a nonprofit entity, warrants and 

represents that it has an insurance policy providing liability insurance, both 

public and property, with said protection being applicable to officers, employees, 

servants and agents while acting within the scope of their employment by Arc. 

7. UNF and Arc further agree that nothing contained herein shall be construed or 

interpreted as (1) denying to either party any remedy or defense available to 

such party under the laws of the State of Florida; (2) the consent of the State of 

Florida or its agents and agencies to be sued; or (3) a waiver of sovereign 

immunity of the State of Florida beyond the waiver provided in Section 768.28, 

Florida Statutes. 

8. The relationship of the parties shall be an independent contractor relationship, 

and not an agency, employment, joint venture, or partnership relationship. 

Neither party shall have the power to bind the other party or contract in the name 

of the other party.  All persons employed by a party in connection with 

operations under this Agreement shall be considered employees of that party and 

shall in no way, either directly or indirectly, be considered employees or agents 

of the other party. 

9. This Agreement represents the entire understanding and agreement between the 

parties with respect to the subject matter hereof, and supersedes all of the 

discussions, understandings and representations (if any) made by and between 

such parties. None of the terms and provisions hereof may be amended, 
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THE ARC JACKSONVILLE INC.  

 

By: 

 

______________________________________                 Date: ____________________ 

Jim Whittaker 

Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

 

THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH FLORIDA BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

 

 

______________________________________                 Date: ____________________ 

John A. Delaney 

President

supplemented, or waived or changed orally, but only in writing signed by 

each of the parties hereto. 

10. Changes to terms and conditions of this Agreement must be set 

forth in writing and signed by both parties in order to be valid. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement by 

their duly authorized representatives. 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT, INDEMNITY, WAIVER and RELEASE OF LIABILITY 
FOR PARTICIPATION in The Arc Jacksonville Academy On Campus Transition at the 

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH FLORIDA 

THIS AFFECTS YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS.  
PLEASE READ CAREFULLY BEFORE SIGNING BELOW. 

Participant: _____________________________________________________________  

Last First MI Gender D.O.B. 

Parent/Guardian:  ________________________________________________________________  

Last First MI 
Address:  ___________________________________________________________ Apt.  ______________  

City & State:  ______________________________________________________ Zip _________________  

Telephone: Home:  _________________ Work: ______________________  Cell:  ________________  

Emergency contact if parent or guardian listed above is unavailable:  ____________________ Telephone: ____________  

I intend for my child to participate in On Campus Transition (OCT), a cooperative program between the Arc 
Jacksonville Academy (AJA), a program of The Arc Jacksonville, Inc., and the University of North Florida Board of 
Trustees (University) to permit college-age students with developmental disabilities to participate in university 
experiences and further to allow the University's students, faculty and staff to gain experience in working with students 
with developmental disabilities.  OCT is to be conducted at the University's campus and is scheduled to take place during 
the ______________ academic school year. OCT consists of the following types of activities and/or risks for my 
dependent child: transportation to and from the University's campus; participation in learning and social experiences with 
the University students, faculty and staff; and other activities and experiences customarily associated with an individual 
interacting with others in a university environment. 

I acknowledge that I must thoroughly read and understand the information contained in this Acknowledgement, Indemnity, 
Waiver and Release of Liability ("Release") and provide authorization for my child to participate in OCT. I further acknowledge 
and agree that OCT may involve risk of serious bodily injury including loss of life, property damage and other hazards which 
may result from my child participating in OCT. 

2. I acknowledge and agree that my child is required to act in a responsible and appropriate manner at all times 
during the OCT program and further acknowledge and agree that I will be held responsible for my child's behavior 
and my child must respect the property of the University and others. 

Initials: 
3. 1 acknowledge and agree that my child must observe all state and local laws and University regulations and 
policies, including those concerning alcohol/drug use and required conduct including compliance with the University's 
Student Code of Conduct which can be located online at http://www.unf.edu/studentaffairs/. I further acknowledge 
and agree that in the event that if I, or my child, have any questions regarding the applicability of the University's 
regulations and policies to  OCT, it is my or my child's responsibility to make any necessary inquiries to either the AJA 
or University coordinator for OCT. Additionally, I acknowledge and agree that my child must observe and comply 
with the specific rules and conditions developed for participation in OCT. 

Initials: 

4. 1 acknowledge and agree that it is my obligation to make any necessary inquiries to AJA and/or the University 
regarding my child's ability, physically or otherwise, to safely participate in OCT and that, prior to executing this 
Release, I have been provided the opportunity to inquire and discuss the possible risks and hazards to my child 
resulting from his/her participating in OCT. Any questions I had regarding my child's ability to participate in OCT have 
been answered to my satisfaction, and I have received sufficient information to make a sound and voluntary 
decision regarding my child participating in OCT. 

Initials: 

1. In exchange for the University allowing my child to participate in OCT, I give the University and AJA the right 
and permission to record his/her participation and appearance on videotape, audiotape, film, photography or any 
other medium and to use his/her name, likeness, voice and biographical information in connection with these 
recordings. 
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The University and AJA may exhibit or distribute all or any part of these recordings for any educational or promotional purpose  
which the University and AJA and their employees deem appropriate. All such recordings shall be the University's property.  

                                                                                                                                                               Initials: 

5. Please pay particular attention to paragraphs 5(a) through 5(c) regarding your risk liability: 

(a) In exchange for the University and AJA making arrangements for, permitting my child and assisting him/her 
in participating in OCT, I hereby assume all risks of my child's participation in OCT. Risks include, but are not limited 
to, transportation risks, risks of participation in the various components of OCT, and all r isks related to any 
physical or other condition from which my child might suffer. I acknowledge that personal accident/health 
insurance for my child is not provided, and I assume personal and financial responsibility for any medical care and 

treatment my child may require as the result of participating in the OCT Program. 

(b) I acknowledge and agree that there will not be medical personnel at the specific location of OCT. I further 
acknowledge and agree that the University and AJA are granted permission to authorize emergency medical treatment 
for my child, if necessary, and that such action is subject to the terms of this Release. 

(c) In exchange for the University and AJA allowing my child to participate in OCT and having reviewed and agreed 
to all acknowledgments listed in paragraphs 1 through 5(b) of this Release as detailed above, I, on behalf of my child, 
family, heirs, beneficiaries, and personal representatives, agree to assume all the risks and responsibilities of my 
child participating in OCT. I release and forever discharge and covenant not to sue the University, the Florida 
Board of Governors, and the State of Florida, their officers, agents, employees, specifically including those working 
under the direction the University ("Releasees") from and against any and all liability for any and all claims, demands, 
actions, causes of action of whatever kind or nature, costs and expenses of any nature, including attorneys' fees 
("Claims") that I may have or that may hereafter accrue to me, arising out of or related  to any harm, loss, damage 
or injury, including but not limited to suffering, death or property loss that may be sustained by my child, whether 
caused by his/her action or negligence or the action or negligence of Releasees or third parties in connection w ith 
OCT. I also agree not to sue Releasees in connection with any such harm, loss, damage or injury. I agree to 
indemnify and hold Releasees harmless from and against all claims asserted against any of the Releasees by any 
entity based upon my child's participation in OCT. 

Initials: 

6. 1 acknowledge and agree that should any provision or aspect of this Release be found to be unenforceable, 
all remaining provisions of this Release will remain in full force and effect. Further, I acknowledge and agree that  this Release 
shall be construed pursuant to the laws of the State of Florida and that the venue for any legal proceeding concerning this 
Release shall be in Jacksonville, Duval County, Florida. 

Initials: 

I have read, understand, and acknowledge that through initialing each of the 6 sections above in this 2 page Release that I 
acknowledge the terms of this Release and that I and my child must comply with the information and directions as described 
above and intend to be bound by the terms contained in this Release and that I have voluntarily executed the Release. 

Dated this day of____________________  200___ 

Parent or Guardian's Signature 
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